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obtained in English money, approximately at something
like English rates. English currency was also accepted
elsewhere, and raised great difficulties for any waiter who
made the deal; for instance, one having no foreign
currency to meet the case, offered an apple in lieu of
change!

However, at the New Year drastic changes were
introduced, such as are only possible with absolute
State control. The legal exchange went at one jump
from five and a half roubles to twenty-five to the pound.
At the same time the Torgsin shops were to be abolished,
with a month, and a half's grace to minimize the diffi-
culties of foreigners. One can imagine the plight of
such a respectable institution as the British Embassy on
losing the use of Torgsin, with such a gap between the
legal exchange and tie free market as twenty-five to
a hundred and forty; and those old invalids, some of
them British, outside the Plan, who have been living on
parcels dispatched through Torgsin, were even worse off.
However, the move was in the right direction. When
the rationing system was dropped not long ago, the
Government, in its efforts to stabilize, struck a price some-
where between those of the rations and of the free
market, and it was now trying to do the same with the
currency in order, if possible, to drive the free market
out of existence. It is assumed that prices will adjust
themselves, and a drastic fall is expected. Various dates
were given me for this: April in the Foreign Office,
and August in the Commissariat of Foreign Trade,

Before I left London various friends and relatives
expressed apprehensions as to my journey, which were
quite out of place and unfounded. Also, some of my
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